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About the author

William (Bill) Brinsley 
joined Fisheries Branch 
of the Chief Secretary’s 
Department in 1958 as 
an Inspector of Fisheries 
and was assigned to 
patrolling inland waters, 
principally in the high 
country and western 
parts of the State. 

During the transition from acclimatisation 
society management to government control 
of the trout hatcheries, Bill managed the 
Gaden Trout Hatchery at Jindabyne. Later he 
established a new Fisheries office at Bathurst 
where he was stationed until 1965. During this 
period he assisted in dismantling the Burraga 
Trout Hatchery and re-erecting parts of it at 
Gaden Trout Hatchery. 

He transferred to the Wallis Lake Fisheries 
District at Tuncurry then to the Richmond River 
District at Ballina. In 1972 he was appointed 
Senior Inspector in charge of fish inspection at 
the Sydney Fish Markets and in 1976 became 
Senior Inspector (Oysters) at the head office 
of Fisheries. He was subsequently promoted 
to Supervising Inspector, then Assistant 
Chief Inspector (Training), then Deputy Chief 
Inspector, and in mid-1985 to Chief Inspector, 
relieving on several occasions as Deputy Chief 
of the Division of Fisheries. In early 1990 he was 
promoted to Special Duties Officer engaged in 
a review of fisheries legislation. Bill retired in 
October 1990 after more than 32 years service.

Bill’s interests, apart from fishing in both salt 
and freshwater, include bushwalking, tennis, 
fishing, sailing and botany, especially the 
cultivation and study of orchids.

T H E  S T O RY  O F  T R O U T  I N  N E W  S O U T H  WA L E S

Trout, natives of the waters of the 
northern hemisphere, are one of 
the world’s most popular fish for 

recreational anglers. 
They are also a much travelled 

fish—the advent of steamships in 
the nineteenth century reduced the 
hazards of transporting trout ova by 
sailing vessels and coincided with the 
formation of acclimatisation societies 
in Europe and the colonies. Faster 
transport and the development of 
refrigeration enabled fertilised trout 
and salmon eggs, along with many other 
plants and animals, to start moving 
around the globe. 

Most efforts to introduce species 
into new landscapes were made for 
economic reasons, but trout and 
salmon were mainly sent abroad to 
provide sport for recent immigrants 
and to induce more settlers to the new 
colonies. Eventually trout found their 
way to every continent and to many 
islands, indeed there are few places on 
earth in which they have not thrived.

Australia was no exception and 
this book is the story of the introduction 
of trout into New South Wales, tracing 
the early introduction, acclimatisation 
and breeding, management and 
regulation, and the organisations and 
people behind the remarkable success 
of the trout fishery.
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